
LifeChurch | 16831 S. Greenfield Rd. | Gilbert, AZ April 16, 2014

Conquering Canaan: Fear to Faith 
The conquest of Canaan began in the desert. God used the 
wilderness experience to teach the people faith. Before the 
victory in the battles of Canaan they first battled fear in the 
desert. !

The Book of Numbers began at Mt Sinai. The Exodus was 
completed. The people camped at Sinai for thirteen months. In 
the fourteenth month God tells the people that He will lead 
them up into the land of Canaan. He promised to give them this 
land as their own.During this time in history Israel was first 
established as a distinct nation. !

God told Moses to number the people. Everyone was counted 
except the Levites who serviced the tabernacle. God instructed 
them in how to worship, remain pure, prepare for battle and how 
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Scripture Setting 

The book of Numbers gives an 
accounting of the growth of 
the descendants of Abraham 
into a great nation. They are 
commissioned to reclaim the 
land promised to their father 
Abraham. 

Lesson Insight 

When faced with the challenge 
of conquering and settling 
Canaan many failed in fear. 
God rewarded those of faith 
with success as they led the 
nation into conquest.  

Take Home 

Avoid the pitfalls of fear, 
complaining, and doubt. Faith 
will bring positive results in the 
life of a Christian. 

Looking Ahead 

Canaan was promised but 
there were still battles to fight 
and walled cities to take. 
Joshua led the nation to 
victory over adversity!

UP WITH THE BIBLE 
Studies through the Bible ✧ Learning the Word ✧ Applying the lessons of Truth
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to fight. They were told how to maintain the tabernacle and how 
they should walk with the Lord during those years they would be 
in the desert. God put them through basic training to get them in 
shape for the journey ahead.!

Some of the lessons we learn from their desert experiences:  
1) Complaining is contagious. Hold your tongue so you do not 
infect others. 2) Doubting can be disastrous. When you doubt 
God’s ability to get you through look back on the miles you have 
already traveled. 3) Wandering is always humbling. When it is 
dark and there is fear, pray and trust God.!

Experiences in life can be the greatest teachers. God allows 
circumstance and adversity to develop character in our lives. Faith 
is developed as we learn to trust in Him through the challenges 
we overcome. 


!
My Notes:!
_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

What is important to remember in this Lesson?!
_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!
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Outline of the Lesson 

As the people of Israel 
approached the land of Canaan 
they were instructed to spy out 
the land that God was giving 
them. (Numbers 13:1-2) 

• The mission: See what the land 
is like? Is the land rich (fertile) 
or poor? Are there forests? Are 
the people strong? Are the 
cities walled or unprotected?  

• The Report: The majority of the 
spies said it was impossible to 
possess this land. Fear kept 
them from entering into God’s 
promise. Caleb spoke out in 
faith, “We are able to possess 
it.” The crowd chose to follow 
fear rather than to have faith in 
the God that delivered them 
from Egypt. 

• The consequences: They were 
condemned to march one year 
in the wilderness for every day 
that the spies spent in the land, 
40 years of wandering. The 
unbelieving were destroyed.  

Faith conquers fear. Trusting in 
God will produce powerful 
results. When fear is defeated 
you can say with confidence, 
“God is able!”

Special thanks to Kevin Dietmeyer for his contribution to this lesson.


