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Babel: Futility of Humanism 
Early inhabitants of the earth after the flood, the descendants of 
Noah and his family, developed crafts for construction and the 
ability to build structures of bricks and mortar. Some gathered in 
the land of Shinar (or Sumar, where the Sumerians originated). It 
was also called Mesopotamia, the land “between two rivers,” later 
named Babylonia, and in the present it is around the area of 
Bagdad, Iraq. Western civilization traces its beginnings back to 
the Mesopotamian valley. This region is often called the “Cradle 
of Civilization.”  #

In Mesopotamia one of the first population centers formed. They 
developed a city and sought to stay permanently in one location. 
They devised a plan to build the first skyscraper, a tower to 
heaven. Now, living in an age of many architectural 
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Scripture Setting 

After the Great Flood the 
descendants of Noah spread 
out to replenish the earth. 
Some built a great city and 
sought to build a tower to 
reach heaven (Genesis 11:1-9). 

Lesson Insight 

Our own efforts to accomplish 
salvation will fail. Jesus is the 
only way to be saved and He is 
our only hope. We must trust in 
Him for our future, our lives, 
and our successes! 

Take Home 

Resist the pride of selfish 
ambition. Trusting in your own 
abilities is doomed to fail. 
(Jeremiah 17:5-10) Submit to 
the plan of God in your life; 
seek Him and be blessed. 

Looking Ahead 

Read Genesis 12 for the next 
lesson: The Birth of a Nation - 
God Keeps His Promises!

UP WITH THE BIBLE 
Studies through the Bible ✧ Learning the Word ✧ Applying the lessons of Truth

Wikipedia: Tower of Babel, by Lucas van Valckenborch, 1594, Louvre Museum
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accomplishments , it does not seem to be an unusual or 
noteworthy endeavor. However, in the brief context of this story 
there are implications to this decision as well as divine 
intervention to prevent them from accomplishing the task they 
set out to do.#

With the attempt to build the tower came pride in their own 
ability, “We’ll make a name for ourselves.” The design of the 
tower “to reach heaven” revealed an attempt to save themselves 
from another flood, and disobedience to God’s order to go out 
and repopulate the earth denied the authority of God in their 
lives. They trusted in their own abilities, thwarted God’s purpose, 
and rejected God’s plan. The result was confusion, chaos, and 
failure. Any attempt by humanity to save themselves without 
God, will always result in the same.#

My Notes:!
_________________________________________________________#

_________________________________________________________#

_________________________________________________________#

_________________________________________________________#

_________________________________________________________#

_________________________________________________________#

_________________________________________________________#

_________________________________________________________#

What is important to remember in this Lesson?!
_________________________________________________________#

_________________________________________________________#

_________________________________________________________#
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Outline of the Lesson 

Humanism may become a “self 
religion” where people seek 
fulfillment in themselves or in the 
natural world and reject belief or 
trust in any deity outside 
themselves. The builders of Babel 
demonstrate this philosophy as 
they sought to build their tower 
to heaven. 

• They rejected God’s plan to 
“replenish the earth.” 

• God acknowledged their 
resolve saying, “nothing they 
set out to do will be impossible 
for them!” 

• They confessed their pride, 
“This will make us famous.” 
Pride of ambition became a 
detriment. 

• The construction became a 
temple for self worship. They 
created their own “tower to 
heaven” 

God alone is worthy of worship 
and trust in Him is essential. 
Humanism will never succeed. 
“Cursed is the man who trusts in 
man, And makes flesh his strength, 
Whose heart departs from the Lord. 
… Blessed is the man who trusts in 
the Lord, And whose hope is the 
Lord” (Jeremiah 17:5, 7).


