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Restoration: Return from Exile 
After seventy years in Babylon, the captives of Judah began to 
long for Jerusalem and a return to their homeland. The new world 
power of Persia was more inclined to allow the natives of the land 
of Israel to return. King Cyrus even sent supplies and materials to 
begin the massive project of rebuilding the city of Jerusalem. !

Home construction was the first priority after the inhabitants of 
Judah returned from the Exile. They rebuilt their living quarters 
and restored their lives. Eventually, the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah inspired the continuation and completion of the 
construction on the temple. !

Many years later Nehemiah oversaw the construction of the walls 
bringing protection to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. After more 
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Scripture Setting 

Return and rebuilding. After 70 
years in exile it was time for 
restoration(Jeremiah16:14-15). 
The final books of the Old 
Testament detail these events. 

Lesson Insight 

God’s promises were fulfilled 
as political forces brought new 
leaders who allowed the 
captives to return and the 
rebuilding began. Restoration 
was, and is, God’s desire. 

Take Home 

Failure through idolatry was 
not final. The judgment of 
Judah’s exile was to draw them 
back to God. Discipline is not 
to destroy, but to redeem.   

Looking Ahead 

Fulfilled prophecies give hope 
for the future. From the coming 
of Messiah to events of the last 
days believers cling to the 
words of the prophets. (See 
Daniel 2:20-22.)
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than 200 years without walls the project was completed in an 
astonishing 52 days. The project stands as a testament to the 
potential of combined, focused effort. Many building projects 
look to Nehemiah for inspiration to complete the task.!

Restoration takes more than building walls, constructing homes, 
and designing places of worship. Restoration for the Jews also 
required personal healing, recommitment to the covenant, and a 
fresh renewal of corporate and private worship. !

The lesson to us is that restoration is not accomplished in one 
prayer session or in some miraculous moment. The process of 
restoration takes time. Healing is natural when the injury is 
repaired. And when we join our efforts and our faith with other 
believers much can be accomplished. Restoration is God’s plan 
and promise for each of us.!

My Notes:!
_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

What is important to remember in this Lesson?!
_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________
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Outline of the Lesson 

Political turmoil often causes 
unsettled feelings. Throughout 
history God worked through 
changing political powers to 
effect fulfillment of His purposes.  

• The Temple in Jerusalem was 
destroyed in 586 BC. Seventy 
years later the rebuilding was 
completed fulfilling Jeremiah's 
prophecy (29:10).  

• Cyrus, King of Persia, allowed 
the captives of Judah to return 
to Jerusalem. He provided 
them with building material 
and finance. He also returned 
the temple treasures taken by 
Nebuchadnezzar  to Babylon.  

• The walls remained in rubble 
until Nehemiah's visit many 
years later. Through his 
leadership and encouragement 
the walls were completed in 52 
days. 

• Restoration takes time. It is a 
journey of many days. Before 
building rubbish had to be 
removed. Restoration requires 
repentance before rebuilding.  

God restored the devastated 
nation (Joel 2:25-29). Discipline is 
not intended to destroy. Sin is the 
destroyer. Jesus is the restorer (Jn 
10:10). His purpose is to save!


