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The Kings: Death by Idolatry 
Grand and expansive promises were made to those who would 
commit to the covenant and continue to follow the Lord God of 
Israel.  David enjoyed a long a prosperous reign over the united 
nation of the twelve tribes of Israel. His son Solomon was 
coronated king to follow as David lay on his death bed. !

Solomon inherited the task of building the temple of the Lord. In 
the process he acquired multiple wives in trade agreements with 
other nations and allowed their idols and worship practices to be 
brought into Israel. Tolerance of foreign gods introduced under 
the leadership of Solomon became an epidemic of idolatry in the 
succeeding kings. Eventually the kingdom and the promises of an 
everlasting covenant were stripped from Solomon and his heirs 
and the judgment of the Assyrian captivity and the Babylonian 
exile removed them from the Land of Promise. Their failure 
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Scripture Setting 

Solomon and the kings that 
followed David did not have 
the same heart for God. Other 
gods and pagan worship 
brought destruction to the 
nation. (1 Kings 9-11)  

Lesson Insight 

Tolerance for pagan worship 
leads to acceptance. 
Acceptance leads to adoption. 
This is the entrance of idolatry 
and its consequence is 
destruction.  

Take Home 

Keep God first, by loving Him 
most. When God is placed 
above everything else there is 
room for nothing else. 

Looking Ahead 

Esther was a Hebrew orphan 
who became queen to a 
Persian king. Her faithfulness to 
God resulted in great 
deliverance for the Jewish 
race. (Esther 4:14)

UP WITH THE BIBLE 
Studies through the Bible ✧ Learning the Word ✧ Applying the lessons of Truth

Symbols of Idolatry - the golden calves and altars in Israel
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through idolatry produced the consequence of judgment. Judah 
served seventy years of oppression in the Babylonian exile. !

Anything that comes between you and God becomes idolatry. 
Whatever takes our attention, displaces our loyalty, vies for our 
admiration, and demands our adoration is the sin of idolatry. “You 
shall have no other gods before Me” is one of the commandments 
(Exodus 20:3). !

If it comes between you and God it is an idol. Anything that takes 
us away from God will cause us to lose His touch, fail to hear His 
voice, and become immune to His presence. It’s not so much the 
image as it is your attention. Where is your focus?!

Idolatry will bring destruction. Loving God will bring fulfillment. 
The New Testament commandment is “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind” (Matthew 22:37). When God is placed above everything 
else there is room for nothing else. True worship and 
commitment to the new covenant will bring the reward of life!!

My Notes:!
_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

What is important to remember in this Lesson?!
_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!

_________________________________________________________!
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Outline of the Lesson 

Do you have an idol? Maybe you 
have no “image,” but it is possible 
to have an idol if there is anything 
in your life that comes between 
you and God.  

• Solomon knew the covenant 
and had the greatest 
opportunity afforded to any 
king in Israel. 

• Solomon did the work of God 
but lost the love of God. While 
building the Temple he 
allowed the invasion of pagan 
worship. 

• From tolerance to acceptance 
to inclusion, idolatry made an 
inroad to the fabric of social 
and religious practice in Israel. 

• Everyone will have an 
opportunity to fail. Sin will be a 
temptation to all.  

• Idolatry is still a stumbling 
block to those who fail to keep 
God first. 

The New Covenant contains 
some of the same promises and 
provisions we read from the Old. 
Loving God is a principle that will 
keep you steady in a culture that 
constantly confronts our values, 
our morals, and our devotion to 
the one true God, Jesus Christ!


