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Pentateuch
From the Greek: 
 penta (penta,) – five
 teuchos (teu,xoj) – scroll or book
 penta,teuxoj – consisting of five books 
in one volume, the five books of Moses
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The Septuagint (LXX)

The Greek translation of the OT 
(from the Hebrew text)
– Third Century B.C.
– Basis of many translations
– Arrangement of the books of OT
– Quoted in the N.T. and early 

church fathers
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The “Old Testament”

Originally divided in two designations: 
– The Law and the Prophets 

• Matt 7:12, Luke 16:16,29,31
– The Law, prophets, and the writings 

•  Luke 24:44
• Observed by many Jews today. 

– TNK – Tanaach or Tanakh
– (Torah, Nevim, Ketuvim) 

– The Writings (Hagiographa)
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Mosaic Authorship
Is the Pentateuch 
Mosaic or is it a 
mosaic?
There is clear 
continuity of content, 
theme, purpose and 
style that point to a 
single author.

Mosaic Authorship
The KJV recognizes the 
authorship of Moses when 
it identifies each 
consecutive book of the 
Pentateuch:
– Genesis - “The first book of 

Moses”
– Exodus - “The second book 

of Moses”
– Etc.

See “Encountering the OT”

Authorship
– Traditional
– Critical (first slide) 
– Source and Redaction criticism

Almost no scholar holds to the strict 
view of the documentary hypothesis 
(JEDP) today.



Evidence for Mosaic Authorship

These books profess to have 
been written by Moses in the 
name of God.
– Exodus 17:14 - Then the 

LORD said to Moses, 
"Write this for a memorial in 
the book and recount it in 
the hearing of Joshua, …

Source: Easton Bible Dictionary

Evidence for Mosaic Authorship

The uniform and persistent 
testimony of the Jews of all sects 
in all ages and countries.
– Joshua 8:32 And there, in the 

presence of the children of Israel, he 
wrote on the stones a copy of the 
law of Moses, which he had written.

– Nehemiah 8:1 …and they told Ezra 
the scribe to bring the Book of the 
Law of Moses, which the LORD had 
commanded Israel.

Source: Easton Bible Dictionary

Evidence for Mosaic Authorship

Jesus plainly taught the Mosaic 
authorship of these books.
– Matt. 23:2 saying: “The scribes and 

the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat.”
– Mark 12:26 "But concerning the 

dead, that they rise, have you not 
read in the book of Moses, in the 
burning bush passage, how God 
spoke to him, saying, 'I am the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob'?

Source: Easton Bible Dictionary

Evidence for Mosaic Authorship

From the time of Joshua to 
Ezra there is a constant 
reference to the Pentateuch 
as the “the Law of Moses.” 
(11 references)
– The observance of Passover 

shows the Pentateuch was 
known

– The Feast of Tabernacles and 
other Jewish institutions

Source: Easton Bible Dictionary



Introduction to the Books

Genesis – Foundation 
for the entire Bible in its 
History and theology.
– Chapters 1-11 – 

Four key events: 
• creation
• fall of man
• flood
• origin of nations

Introduction to the Books

Genesis – Foundation 
for the entire Bible in its 
History and theology.
– Chapters 12-50 – 

Four individuals: 
• Abraham
• Isaac 
• Jacob 
• Joseph

Introduction to the Books
Exodus 
– Jacob’s descendants in Egypt find 

themselves under the oppressive 
bondage of a Pharaoh who had no 
knowledge of Joseph. 

– Birth and advancement of Moses, 
his call and the deliverance of Israel 
from slavery. 

– The development of the covenant 
and the Law and its tabernacle. 

Introduction to the Books

Leviticus 
– The holiness of God and 

what it means to serve 
him. 

– The demands of the law 
of God, teaching his 
people to be “set apart,” 
how to be ceremonially 
and morally pure.



Introduction to the Books

Numbers – A record of the wilderness 
wandering under Moses’ leadership. The 
failure of the people to believe God and 
enter into the land of Promise and the 
subsequent years of judgment.

Introduction to the Books
Deuteronomy 
–  A second summary of the Law 

of Moses. Instructions to the 
wilderness generation. 

– A reminder of the past of God’s 
dealings, the need for 
righteousness and integrity 
presently, and the revelation of 
future events (blessing and 
cursing). 

Genesis

Toledoth
descendants, 
results, proceedings,  
generations, 
genealogies 

Traditionally viewed 
as headings for the 
ensuing verses or 
chapters. 
Morris points out 
that this formulaic 
phrase could be a 
subscript, a 
signature to the 
preceding story. 
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